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The sweet smell of wood 

permeates the dock where 

hickory and maple dowels 
await processing

Meet the next generation, 
Ron’s son Dante Vater, seen 
inspecting lathed sticks as 
they move onto the sander

Sticks are 
cut using a 
back-knife 

lathe
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The sticks begin to 
take on a familiar 
feel as they move 

through the sander

The tip of each stick is cut 

to exacting specifications

A fresh batch is spun 
in a revolving tumbler 
to seal them and apply 

the finish

Glue is applied to 
the nub, ready to 
receive a nylon tip
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Each stick is struck 
with a metal beater 

to determine its 
pitch 

Pitch- and 
weight-
matched 
sticks are 
paired and 

sleeved

Alan Vater personally 
conducts the final roll 
test for every batch

A pile of logo stamps 
wait their turn for the 

ink pad

Small-run 
vanity sticks 
are labeled 
by hand, 

one-by-one 


